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1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 9, 16 and 18 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) 
of rejection. 

With regard to claim 9, Applicant argues that "the light 
crystal panel (3) is based on image data of the subject image 
itself (not a pre-read image) during image pickup. However, the 
condition setting unit of the claimed invention sets an 
adjustment area of the light quantity adjustment unit based on 
image data of a pre-read image which was obtained by previously 
reading the OJIV of the subject under a predetermined 
photographic condition by using the photographic unit. The 
claimed invention bases the setting of the adjustment area on 
image data of a pre-read image, the pre-read image being 
obtained by previously reading the image of the subject under a 
predetermined photographic condition", page 11 of the remarks. 
In response to the arguments, the examiner notes that Asao 
discloses in pages 4 and 5, that selection circuit 7 extracts 
image signals in each region in a picture frame as shown in Fig. 
2 and control signal formation circuit 8 generates LCD control 
signal which controls liquid crystal panel 3 based on the 
brightness level of each region of the picture frame in a 
predetermined condition. After receiving control signals, 
driving circuit 9 controls liquid crystal panel 3 to adjust 
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light density by reducing light permeability of the panel. In 
other words, control signal circuit 8 sets light adjustment 
areas via driving circuit 9 based on a pre-read image in a 
predetermined condition, which is obtained before adjusting the 
panel 3. It is noted that after adjusting the panel, the Asao 
camera would take an image with correct exposure; where the 
image is taken after the picture frame. 

For the above reasons, the rejection is repeated. 

2 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 9, 16 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Asao (JP 03-070274 and English translation 
previously cited) . 

With regard to claim 9, Asao discloses in Fig. 1, an image 
pickup device that comprises the optical lens (lens 2, paragraph 
1/ page 4) , photographing unit for taking an image of a subject 
image through the optical lens (CCD 4, page 4); and a light 
quantity adjustment unit for partially adjusting a light 
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quantity of the image of said subject which is provided in an 
optical path of light carrying the image of said subject and 
between said optical lens and said photographing unit (LCD 3 is 
positioned between lens 2 and CCD 4 as shown in Fig. 1) , when 
said photographing unit is a unit for reading the image of said 
subject photo-electrically, said photographing device further 
includes a condition setting unit for setting an adjustment area 
or said light quantity adjustment unit corresponding to a light 
quantity adjustment portion of the image of said subject, based 
image data of a pre-read image which was obtained by previously 
reading the image of said subject under a predetermined 
photographing condition by using said photographing unit 
(selection circuit 7 extracts signals in each regions of CCD 4 
and provides the signals to circuit 8; where control formation 
circuit 8 receives integrated values of image brightness in each 
regions of CCD 4 and controls LCD 3 via driving circuit 9; noted 
that control circuit 8 controls LCD 3 based on pre- readout 
signals from CCD 4, page 4, paragraph 2 and page 5, paragraphs 
1, 2 and 3) . 

With regard to claim 16, Asao discloses in Fig. 1, an image 
pickup apparatus that comprises the signal converter (selection 
circuit 7 extracts image data in each regions of image sensor 4; 
where the image includes bright and dark areas (page 4) . 
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With regard to claims 18, Asao discloses in Fig. 2, an 
image pickup apparatus that comprises the condition setting unit 
sets said adjustment area of said light quantity adjustment 
unit, based on information for designating a position of the 
light quantity adjustment position on said pre-read image, an 
image mad with a second photoelectric converter or an image 
taken in a temporally precedent manner (control circuit 8 
controls LCD 3 via driving circuit 9, where brightness areas is 
controlled by using LCD 3 (page 4 paragraphs 1-3 and Figs. 2-5) . 

3. Claim 10 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent 
form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims . 

4. Claims 1, 5, 6, 8, 7, 2, 3, 11-12, 14, 15 and 19 are 
allowed. 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
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of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TUAN HO 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-7365. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 7AM to 4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's acting supervisor, David Ometz can 
be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(572) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
Customer Service whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 
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